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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently Amended) '&&Aee- A device for cooling and/or rinsing at least one steel 
wire and/or ribbon, comprising 

- d]jving_mc for moving at least one steel wire or 
fibbe«434 ribbon , 

— tnvtrss e l(l) 

- a vessel arranged below the at least one moving steel wire and/or ribbon and 
containing a cooling and/or rinsing liquid* amH^>¥f4ed~- the vessel being provided with 
outlets from which a certain number of successive curtains of liquid ( l-7) r*^ 
^ifefci^e^ flow turbulently, and 



- s pouting means for spout in g the curtains of liquid from the outlets of the vessel in a 
rising curtain flow, the at least one moving steel wire and/or ribbon passing through 
successive curtains, the spouting means comprising: 

- su pply means for supplying pressurized gas bubbles in a bottom part of the vessel 
and 



guidance means for forcibly guiding the bubbles towards the outlets, the bubbles 
entraining the liquid upwardly in a form of rising turbulent-flow curtains of liquid . 
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2. (Cancelled) 



3. (Currently Amended) De*%e-~ The device according to— €Mffl—3 claim i , 



wherein the spouting means for spouting the curtains of liquid are arranged so that 
there is, towards at least one side of each curtain after its rising, a fall of the liquid (18. 19) 
throug h which passes through the said t he at least one moving steel wire and/or ribbon. 

4. (Currently Amended) i^eviee- The device according to Claim 3, ehawtemetl-m 




wherein the spouting means for spouting the liquid curtains are arranged with respect 
to each other so that the falls coming from at least two adjoining curtains intersect. 

5. (Currently Amended) Dev4ee— The device according to— claim 1 , 

deflecting means provided above ihe-said-thc at least one moving steel wire and/or 

ribbon, 



the deflecting means Q&r-^-whi^h- adapted to divert the rising tei-buient flow of4he 

abeve-n^iioRei4- turbulent- flow curtains of liquid towards at least one side of each curtain. 






so as to form from there, at least one fall of turbulent-flow liquid through which 



rki-the 



at least one steel wire and/or ribbon moves. 
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6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) Sevfee — The device according -to~€teiffl--6 claim U 

wherein the force guidance means consist of includes two plates (15, 16) supported on 
each side in the -teRte-ffl- vessel, 

wherein, top ends of the two plates are disposed s e-asH-e^ at a to p 

eiK i^x^ c { above tfe eabove a level of the cooling and/or rinsing liquid, the tops ends of the 
two plates being separated bv a first uniform narrow separation disposed perpendicular to the 
saiil the at least one moving steel wire and/or ribbon to be treated, and, 

wherein bottom ends of the two plates o t^seeen d bottom end-aresituated towards the 
bottom ef-fliHEante part of the vessel the bottom ends of the two plates being separated by a 
second separation that is g reater than the first narrow separation , 

wherein the supply m eans &-9r-43— 14>Wf-for supplying gas bubbles bnngmg-Ehese 
are arrang ed between the bottom ends of the two plates (44r46~K0w^^^ 

8. (Currently Amended) Device according to-etekB-4 claim 1 , c ha r act erised in that 
each means of spraying a cooling and / or ri n ging l iquid CH mftHfr-eeffffi^ 
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wherein the spouting means for spouting the liquid curtains include multiple supply 
means for supplying the pressurized gas bubbles-an44^ 
the device further comprising: 

adjustment means-means (22)-for individually opening or closings as required^ the moms 
e ft supply means fo r supplying the pressurized g as bubbles of each sta yi ng m etmfh 
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